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Showcase West Virginia Nixes Ballpark Plans, Picks Another Space

By Joann C. Elmer
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Showcase West Virginia is planning an August opening for a store in Charleston – but not where most people are expecting it.

Renovations currently are underway at 906 Quarrier Street in downtown Charleston. The former photography studio will become the new home of Showcase West Virginia, a retail store featuring West Virginia-made products.

Many Charleston residents were expecting the store to locate along Morris Street near the new Appalachian Power Park. Showcase was part of the city of Charleston’s revitalization plans for the city’s east end. But those plans were nixed about a month ago, according to Pam Curry, executive director of the Center for Economic Options, the agency that manages Showcase West Virginia.

Showcase West Virginia, which previously operated out of the Charleston Town Center Mall, announced in May that it was closing its mall location and would reopen in a store adjacent to Appalachian Power Park in June. But June came and went without a lease agreement.  Cost estimates for renovations at the ballpark site came in higher than originally anticipated, Curry said.  That made the Morris Street building a tough sell.

“We kept trying to work with the city to be part of the revitalization of the east end, and everyone was bending over backwards to help us make that happen,” Curry said. “But in the end, the project was more than our budget would allow, and we had other things to consider, one of those being the ballpark site is relative unknown when it comes to retail.  We couldn’t get a solid idea of what the numbers would be like or if retail would do well there, and that was a pretty big risk for us to take.”

Charleston City Manager David Molgaard said he is disappointed Showcase will not occupy the space along Morris street, but the city is pursuing other options.  He would not comment on the type of business that has expressed interest in the site, but he said it’s likely not retail.

When Showcase’s lease negotiation fell through on the ballpark site, the Center for Economic Options went shopping for another space in Charleston. That’s when Curry found 906 Quarrier Street.

“We realized pretty quickly that this was a place we would like to be and that our clients would like for us to be,” she said. “It’s affordable. It’s in an established business location and there’s a lot of foot traffic year-round. This spot just makes more sense for us.”

The new store will be within walking distance of most businesses in the downtown area and will be near several popular stops, including Blossom Dairy, a trendy downtown restaurant.

The store will be housed in a 3,000 square foot space, and the Center for Economic Options, currently situated along Capitol Street, will move its offices to an adjacent site.  In addition to those two spaces, the Quarrier Street location also has a full basement.

“We’ve been talking about a West Virginia furniture and home décor store for such a long time, and this could be the opportunity for us to do that,” Curry said.

Employees for the Center for Economic Options are completing renovations on the space, and Curry said the shop should open by the end of August. Store hours have not been determined.

“We’ll probably let customer demand dictate that. A lot of this will be trial and error in the beginning,” she said. “We were disappointed to see the ballpark deal not happen but we’re really excited about being in downtown Charleston. We let our clients be part of the conversations, and they have been nothing but enthusiastic about the Quarrier Street location.”

Curry said the new store will be “kickier” than the mall location, including bolder color schemes. The store is set for a soft opening in August, and Curry said a bigger grand opening celebration will be scheduled for fall.

The city has worked to locate businesses in the east end since plans for the ballpark were originally announced. City officials had hoped to bring a new wave of traffic to a blighted part of the city, but plans for a grocery store were nixed when costs for that project were determined to be too high.

City Manager Molgaard said the grocery store idea isn’t dead, but at this time the city does not have any prospects. Still, a locally owned restaurant is nearing a lease agreement with the city, and Molgaard said development is moving a t a comfortable pace.
“We’re still catching our breath from getting the ballpark build,” he said. “That area sat vacant for years, and I don’t think there would’ve been any hope if we had not gone forward with the baseball park. So I think it’s safe to say we’re completely happy with the way things are progressing.”

